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In normal times, Reeperbahn Festival is a mirror of the constantly changing music world. It 
examines the increasing need for unequivocal political positions by artists and their works, 
event organisers and visionaries of the music industry as well as overcoming gender 
inequality within the music business. The requirements of rapidly changing media 
utilisation entails, rising economic pressure as well as algorithmic listening habits – all 
these mark how music will be perceived in the future and are central core items of every 
Reeperbahn Festival.  

However, pandemic-appropriate implementation is the focus of this year's Reeperbahn 
Festival and, consequently, is the significance of the current crisis for the entire music 
landscape. These four days will provide live evidence of what it means to present a 
festival in times of Corona – with all its advantages and drawbacks.  

Thus, the 15th edition of Reeperbahn Festival will again mirror up-to-date issues of the 
music business.  

Against this background, Reeperbahn Festival 2020 will take place on a distinctly smaller 
scale, but even so, it will still be the trendsetting music event of the music business as well 
as the source of social change, thanks to curated concerts, panels and discussion rounds 
with speeches, presentations, multi-media and multi-cultural contents.  

This is reflected in the commitment of Reeperbahn Festival to the EU-subsidised initiative 
Keychange, dedicated to strengthening the role of women in music, which will be 
continued in 2020 and still aim at triggering change, ideally reaching far beyond the 
industry. Despite all the difficulties this year, the 15th edition of Reeperbahn Festival will 
welcome exciting new bands and artists.  

The unique blend of political future congress, media event and generation-spanning 
gathering of the music world is more important than ever, particularly in times of crisis, 
and it makes Reeperbahn Festival indispensable, also under Corona conditions.  

In the pandemic-appropriate implementation scenario of Reeperbahn Festival 2020 
from 16-19 September up to 4,200 visitors are expected every day, including up to 
1,600 professional guests from European countries.  

The programme offer consists of about 350 curated concerts and showcase concerts, 
art, film, lectures, premieres, discourses, around 150 programme items for trade 
visitors with sessions, meetings and awards.  

 

 

  

 



 

DOORS OPEN – The Reeperbahn Festival intro 

The official opening night DOORS OPEN will ring in Reeperbahn Festival 2020 for visitors and 
media representatives.  

DOORS OPEN brings together prominent live acts and guests from the fields of music, 
entertainment and politics, offering opinions on the situation of the music business in 
times of the Corona pandemic.  Moreover, this year's festival country partner – Denmark – 
as well as the internationally composed jury and the six nominees of the ANCHOR talent 
contest will be presented. In addition, the event will provide a stage for the socio-political 
aspect of the festival – the gender equality programme Keychange.   

ANCHOR 2020 – Reeperbahn Festival International Music Award  

ANCHOR is a Reeperbahn Festival talent contest that was initiated in 2016 and serves as 
predicate for aspiring music talents.   

For fans and those engaged in the music business, ANCHOR is a guide when searching for 
the best new music – for candidates in the contest it is a stepping stone to an 
international career.   

The contest will start on 16 September with a presentation of the candidates and the jury 
during the opening event DOORS OPEN and will end with the Award Show on 19 September. 
In the days in-between, the prominent jury will attend and assess live performances of 
the nominated acts.   

COUNTRY FOCUS 2020: Denmark 

Denmark is this year's partner country of Reeperbahn Festival – and the good thing about 
it: 2020 is the German-Danish Year of Cultural Friendship. And: Hardly any other country is 
presently so full of talents as our Scandinavian neighbours.  

It seems there are no limits to the genres that have catapulted Danish music to the top of 
the global music scene in the past decade. Ranging from top charters such as Mø and 
Lukas Graham to stadium rockers such as Volbeat, Iceage, to name just a few, artists from 
the Copenhagen punk scene took the east and west coast of the US by storm.   

At Reeperbahn Festival, apart from a finely curated line-up, MXD - Music Export Denmark 
will present a one-day event with music, talks, food and drink, organised in connection 
with the Roskilde Festival. 

On Thursday, MXD will stage a showcase at Thomas Read and on Saturday the 12th Danish 
Night in succession will take place at the Indra. The Danish Night, traditionally taking place 
on the festival Saturday, has already become a kind of institution, attracting over 300 
trade visitors every year.  

 

 



 

 

World premieres at Reeperbahn Festival 

Every year, Reeperbahn Festival has a heart for unknown newcomers and upcoming 
talents. But also established artists who have already managed to advance into future 
soundscapes will get an opportunity to present their current work – frequently in 
spectacular settings.    

In 2020, world premieres will be presented at various venues in Hamburg, pushing the 
boundaries of musical conception and translating innovation into fascination.  

Wunderkinder – German Music Talent 

Bands and artists from Germany have long played at international level. For the 
eighth time, Reeperbahn Festival will offer the most promising acts of the domestic 
music scene an opportunity to demonstrate their skills. The export programme 
"Wunderkinder – German Music Talent" aims at bringing together German 
"Wunderkinder" with representatives of the industry from labels, distributors and 
agencies from all over the world in order to help them become successful at 
international level. This includes performances at Reeperbahn Festival in Hamburg 
and possible shows at the international Reeperbahn Festival spin-offs, for example 
in New York, Los Angeles and Beijing. 

The Discourse Program 

In the Discourse program the Reeperbahn Festival bundles the program areas Future 
Playground (Wed-Fri), Training Day (Sat) and Music Makers Playground (Wed-Sa).  

At Future Playground we show ideas for sustainability and reorientation of our economy in 
versatile presentations and discuss with many experts* in the Future Dome in the Festival 
Village topics like "basic income for creative people", "racism & homophobia in rap" or in 
cooperation with our keychange initiative "The Future is bright & female". The Summit 
"Sustainable Development Goals & Music" in cooperation with the UN will take place for the 
second time as part of this programme. 

The Training Day on Saturday is aimed primarily at festival visitors who are interested in the 
current music business and may even be looking for an introduction to this industry. With 
around 20 events and a job market, there will be the concentrated entry knowledge and best 
industry contacts for the Next Generation in Music. 

Instrument and equipment manufacturers present themselves at the Music Makers 
Playground. Here, artists and festival guests can try out electric pianos, guitars & 
accessories, microphones, modular synthesizers and more. 

 

 


